Your Name

123 Your St.
Your City, State, 12345
SAMPLE LETTER

Date
Make it your own!
Honorable Congressmen/Senator Name

Address

Washington, DC #####

Dear Honorable Congressmen/Senator Name: 

It is time to renew America’s commitment to our children and youth, and resurrect the oldest White House Conference in history.  As a former foster youth, I urge you to cosponsor the bipartisan legislation in the House and the Senate (HR 618 and S938) to reestablish the White House Conference on Children and Youth introduced by Congressman Fattah (D-PA), Congressman Platts (R-PA), Senator Landrieu (D-LA) and Senator Burr (R-NC). 

My name is ___________ and I am a current/former foster youth. TELL YOUR STORY HERE. MAYBE TALK ABOUT WHAT PROBLEMS YOU FACED IN CARE, AND WHY YOU THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO LOOK AFTER FOSTER CHILDREN. THEN YOU CAN HIGHLIGHT WHERE YOU ARE NOW.
I cannot look away from the hardships facing the people I care about. I fear for the future of  the foster youth who will come after me. HERE YOU CAN LIST ONE TO THREE THINGS THAT YOU THINK NEED IMPROVEMENT IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM. 

Each day in this country, the media reports stories of abuse and neglect. The numbers speak volumes; annually there are approximately 3 million reports of child abuse/neglect, more than 500,000 children in foster care, and more than 125,000 children waiting to be adopted. Although 70% of foster youth want to attend college it is more then ten times as likely for former foster youth to end up homeless (25%) then attain a college degree (2%). 
The goal of the White House Conference is to make things better for all children particularly children who are abused and neglected. Congress needs to assume leadership on this issue and set the tone with a mandate to the White House and the nation to aggressively focus on our nations most vulnerable. 

I appreciate your leadership and dedication to children’s issues and hope you will lend your sponsorship and forceful leadership to HR 618 and S938. If you need more information about the bill including the history of the white house conferences on children and youth from, a news release from Congressman Chaka Fattah about the Bill, the list of the H.R. 618 and S. 938 cosponsors, and a list of the hundreds of state and national organizations which are in support of the legislation go to: http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/whitehouseconfsignatories.asp . I urge you to join us in this effort. 

Thanks for all you do to make children a national priority!
Sincerely,

Your Signature

Your Full Name 
