Sample Health Reform Letter to the Editor
 

This is a pivotal moment to help ensure that our most vulnerable children, youth, and families have access to affordable, comprehensive health coverage. Children and youth who come into contact with the child welfare system and those receiving in-home services or out-of-home placement have a particularly high rate of physical and mental health issues. Many of these children grow up in homes and families struggling with poverty and parental mental health substance abuse problems. The current economic downturn is causing more stress on families and rising health care costs only add to the strain.
It’s time for Congress to fix America’s health care system. The health reform proposals currently being considered in Congress will provide much needed relief to families and small businesses. Those who like their health insurance can keep it, but millions of uninsured Americans would gain meaningful access to health coverage and insurers would no longer be able to discriminate based on pre-existing conditions. Medicaid would be strengthened and other low-income individuals and small businesses unable to bear the burden alone would receive sliding scale subsidies to purchase needed health care. For our most at risk and vulnerable, the health care bills would provide funding for home visitation programs and protect therapeutic foster care programs helping children and youth with serious mental and behavioral health needs.
If we do nothing, things will only get worse. Politics must be put aside so that health reform gets enacted this year. This will give all children the chance they deserve to grow up healthy and succeed in life. 
 
