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AFamily’s Guide to the Child Welfare System was developed through the 
efforts of many individuals, organizations, and groups. A wise and

knowledgeable work group advised us on the direction and content of the
Guide, as well as on the questions that families want to have answered. We
received continuous feedback from the work group on various drafts to
make sure we were staying on course. Birth, foster, and adoptive parents;
child welfare administrators and direct service workers; providers; lawyers;
national organizations; mental health workers; national child welfare
clearinghouses; federal agencies; researchers; and advocates from a variety
of states, communities, and cultural backgrounds were represented in the
work group.

Family members from around the country offered feedback and ideas
through focus groups and workshops. We conducted a number of
workshops on the Guide at several national conferences to obtain feedback
from stakeholders who would be using the Guide. Family members who
made presentations with the authors brought a voice of reality to those
workshops. Barbara Huff and other staff at the Federation of Families for
Children’s Mental Health helped us remain focused on the issues families
care about most.

An additional group of child welfare administrators identified by the
American Public Human Services Association provided feedback to help
ensure that the Guide would be accurate and applicable in different states
across the country. Several child and family-focused organizations—
American Bar Association’s Center on Children and the Law, Child
Welfare League of America, National Child Welfare Resource Center for
Family-Centered Practice, and Street Law—shared their expertise and
offered valuable suggestions.
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