
THE CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF AMERICA
Making Children a National Priority

CWLA is the nation’s oldest and largest mem-
bership-based child welfare organization. We
are committed to engaging people everywhere
in promoting the well-being of children, youth,
and their families, and protecting every child
from harm. The extent to which all of
America’s children are healthy, safe, and thriv-
ing will depend, in large part, on actions taken
in local communities.

For additional information about CWLA
and its programs, visit www.cwla.org, write
440 First Street, NW, Third Floor, Washington,
DC 20001-2085, or call 202/638-2952.

THE PRUDENTIAL FOUNDATION

The Prudential Foundation, an independent
nonprofit grantmaking organization funded 
by Prudential, provides support to innovative
direct-service programs that address the 
needs of their communities in three areas:
Ready to Learn, Ready to Work, Ready to Live.
In addition to its support of CWLA’s Parenting-
Rich Communities Initiative, Prudential has
also served as CWLA’s partner in creating
Prudential’s Positive Parenting Program, and its 
curriculum, Teaching Parents of Young Children.

A national initiative of the Child Welfare League of America made
possible by the generous support of The Prudential Foundation.

Because no one raises a child alone.

Or at least, no one should have to.

PARENTING-RICH

Communities

Who Will Be Involved?
• Parents: birth parents, adoptive parents, foster

parents, relatives raising a family member’s
child, and caring adults who fill the role of
mothers or fathers for many children 

• Professionals, volunteers, community members,
and decisionmakers from neighborhoods, busi-
nesses, universities, and faith-based organizations

• National organizations that share a commit-
ment to the optimal development of all children 

• The media

How Can I Help?
You can add to the wisdom of this project by:

• Letting us know about your local efforts to sup-
port parents as they raise children from birth
through young adulthood,

• Sharing program model information that will
allow other communities to replicate effective
interventions, and

• Sending us descriptions of family traditions 
and cultural practices that support parents 
and parenting.

PARENTING-RICH

COMMUNITIES

Creating
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WHAT IS A PARENTING-
RICH COMMUNITY?

Parenting-rich communities are those where parents
have the internal and external resources needed to
support the optimal development of all children at
every stage of life.

Internal Resources
• Knowledge about normal child development

• Opportunities to learn effective parenting skills 

• Awareness of how one’s past influences one’s 
parenting 

• Decisionmaking and advocacy abilities

External Resources
• The Basics: good food, housing, and education

• Childcare and recreation for kids of all ages

• Informed and responsive decisionmakers 

The Child Welfare League of America knows that many
communities have taken a proactive role in making
these resources available to parents. There are a grow-
ing number of “success stories” describing these formal
and informal innovations. In Creating Parenting-Rich
Communities, CWLA will build upon 

• The energy and ideas of parents and communities,

• The expertise and experience of member 
agencies, and 

• The research underpinning best practices,

to extend positive outcomes to parents and children 
everywhere.

Phase One: Gathering What is Known
CWLA will collect information on model programs and
campaigns as well as extensive research behind best
practices. In large and small meetings, CWLA will ask
parents, professionals, and community leaders what
they need to help their children thrive. We will listen
for the existing strengths and continuing needs of
families and communities as we construct a compre-
hensive definition of a parenting-rich community.

Phase Two: Developing a Process for
Creating Parenting-Rich Communities
CWLA will design a process for building a Parenting-
Rich Community by working in partnership with
three very different communities: Newark, New
Jersey; Jacksonville, Florida; and Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Locally defined priorities will guide the
project as it supports the creation and enhancement
of formal and informal supports for parents.

Phase Three: Sharing Resources for
Replication and Public Awareness
CWLA will work within communities and across the
nation to let everyone know that investing in par-
ents is a wise decision. We will provide online
resources to assist any community in building sup-
ports for parents so that all children may thrive.
Easy-to-use, online tools will assist others in assess-
ing their needs and strengths, designing  improve-
ments, locating relevant research, and conducting
evaluations of their efforts.

COMPONENTS OF THE CREATING PARENTING-RICH

COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE

For additional information regarding the
“Creating Parenting-Rich Communities”
Initiative, contact:

Jo Johnson
Program Director of Parenting
Phone: 202/639-4930

E-mail: parenting@cwla.org
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