States Again Place More Children
in Adoptive Homes

Durjng the past two years, states have
increased the number of finalized
adoptions from foster care at an
impressive rate—up 7,587 children in fed-
eral fiscal year (FY) 1998, and 9,388 chil-
dren in FY 1999. While preliminary num-
bers for FY 2000 indicate that quite a few
states may have placed fewer children than
in previous years, at least 28 states hawe
placed more children in adoptive homes
than during their bascline year! States’
diligent family recruiting efforts are clearly
paying off for children.

Many states, including Delaware, Michi-
gan, Missouri, Mew Hampshire, Morth
Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas
finalized significantly more adoptions in
FY 2000 than in FY 1999, Of the states with
the most children in care, results vary.
California, which in FY 1999 finalized
adoptions for nearly 2,300 more children
than previously, has increased again.
lllinois” FY 2000 adoptions (which topped
out at more than 7,000 children in FY
1999—up more than 4,800 from two yeirs
carlier) have understandably levelled off.

Regrettably, New York reported its second
decline in as many years.

Child advocates who watch adoption num-
bers are also tracking incentive payments
that states earn for increased adoptions.?
FY 1999 increases warranted a total of $51.5
million in bonuses. The District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, and 42 states received only
$19.3 million in 2000 payments, however,
because Congress did not appropriate
funding to cover the dramatic increase.
Thanks to an extra appropriation in the
2001 budget bill, the Administration for
Children and Families issued the remaining
£32.2 million to states on January 29, 2001.

As shown below, the two biggest benefici-
aries were [llinois and California. Both
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received multi-million dollar payments.

Top Incentives for FY 1999
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! Under the Adoption and Safe Families Act of
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