Keeping Families Together
and Safe

The Child Protection—
Housing Connection
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Teamwork Agreement

Listen with an open mind
Disagree respecttully
Participate, share ideas
Return on time

Cell phones on vibrate
Commit to learning

Have fun
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Scope of the Problem

e 1.35 million children experience
homelessness each year (1999)

e Hundreds of thousands of
children live in substandard

housing (2003)

e 3 million reports of alleged abuse,
872.000 substantiated (2006)

e 11.6 million children in poverty
(2002)

* 40% ot homeless people are
families (2004)
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Common Themes

Safety

Preserving families
Stability

Building on strengths

Self-reliance
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Connections

e Link between poverty and risk:
47% ot abused and neglected
children from households < $15K
income (1996)

e 30% of foster children could be
reunited if housing was available
(1996)

e 27% ot homeless people
experienced foster care (1996)

Transparency F



Effect of Homelessness

o Respiratory intections (4X)
e Intestinal infections (5X)

e Asthma (4X)

e Delayed development (4X)

* School suspensions (2X)

Committee on Temporary Shelter (2004).
Available: http://cotsonline.org/homeless-kids.html
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Effect of Child Abuse
and Neglect

More likely to:
o perform poorly in school
e commit crimes

 experience emotional and
sexual problems

e abuse alcohol and other
substances

Widom, C.S. (2000) Understanding the consequences of child
victimization. In R.M. Reece (Ed), Treatment of Child Abuse:
Common ground for mental health, medical and legal practitioners
(pp. 339-361.) Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press.
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Child Protection System

Screening Reports
Intake

Initial response
Assessment/Investigation

Evaluation of
Progress
Case
Planning

Monitoring

Intervention
Service Delivery
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The Housing System

Housing Flow Chart
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Emergency cash assistance,
services to prevent
homelessness: cash for

rent/utilities, landlord/family
mediation, etc.
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Components ot Successtul
Collaboration

e Communication
o Cooperation
e Coordination

e Commitment
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Contact Information
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