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• Child Welfare League of America (CWLA):  Engagement of CWLA consultative 

assistance through 2006, with significant support from the Governor’s Juvenile Justice 
Advisory Committee, Casey Family Program, and Washington state Children’s 
Administration.  

 
Activities in Progress 
• Mental Health Services:  A subcommittee on mental health has been established to develop 

an integrated plan for improved access to services for children and youth served by the child 
welfare and juvenile justice systems. 

 
• Assessment instruments:  A subcommittee on Assessments has completed an inventory of 

instruments in use by the partner agencies of the Initiative, and is working on an analysis of 
purposes and possible sharing if not common use of some of these instruments. 

 
• Blended Funding:  The Initiative is committed to the development of expanded mechanisms 

for shared funding and responsibility; the vehicle(s) for this have not as yet been developed 
and agreed upon. 

 
• Evaluation Committee:  This effort is under development, the purposes of which will be to 

track Initiative accomplishments and to design methods of gathering and evaluating client-
related outcome information over time. 

 
• 2007 Budget development:  Work is underway to plan and secure 2007 funding for the 

Initiative, which will include administrative support necessary to its various activities and 
funding required for implementation of the shared case-related information system. 

 
• Aggregated data sharing:  Planning will soon begin on options for shared data in 

aggregated form between the agencies, which will be necessary to inform the on-going 
planning functions of the collaboration. 

 
• Further protocol development:  Once the juvenile probation – Children’s Administration 

protocol is completed regarding dual-status youth, similar protocols will be developed 
regarding other identified populations of concern to Initiative partners. 

 
Contact Information 
For further information regarding the Initiative, contact: 
Bruce Knutson, Co-Chair, Executive Steering Committee:  bruce.knutson@metrokc.gov  
Jackie Buchanan, Co-Chair, Executive Steering Committee:  buja300@dshs.wa.gov  
Judge Patricia Clark, Chair, Oversight Committee:  patricia.clark@metrokc.gov  
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