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Adoption is the social, emotional, and legal process through which
children who will not be raised by their birth parents become full
and permanent legal members of another family while maintain-
ing genetic and psychological connections to their birth family.

Adoption has long been a vital service for children who need fami-
lies, bringing children whose birth parents cannot or will not be
able to provide for them together with nurturing adults who seek
to build or add to their families. Although relatively limited sta-
tistically (only 2% to 3% of the UJ.S. population is adopted), adop-
tion nonetheless touches the lives of many people. One national
survey 1evealed that 60% of all Americans have personal experi-
ence with adoption in some way [Evan B. Donaldson Institute
1997]—an indicator of how pivotal a child walfare service adop-
tion is in the U.S.

Historical Highlights

Historically, adoption has been available in some form for the last
2,000 years. Originally, adoption developed as a mechanism to
meet the needs of adults—for example, to provide an heir for a
family unable to produce one biologically o1 to form a political
alliance between families.

English Common Law, from which much of U.S. law evolved, did
not address adoption, As a result, adoption as a legal institution
did not begin to develop in this country until the mid- to late
1800s. Early legal adoptions, usually requiring special state legis-
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lative acts, were arranged almost exclusively for Caucasian fami-
lies, while parentless children of other backgrounds continued to
be indentured, apprenticed, or informally adopted. The first pro-
fessional standards to guide adoption agencies were published by
the Child Welfare League of America in 1938.

Until the late 1950s and early 1960s, adoption services in the
United States consisted mainly of the placement of healthy Cau-
casian infants with middle-class Caucasian couples who were
unable to have children biologically. Over the last few decades,
professional adoption has evolved into a service primarily focused
on meeting the needs of children rather than those of adults.

Changes in fldoption Practice and Policy
Changes in the Population of Children in Need of Adoption

Since the 1970s, the number of Caucasian infants available for
adoption has shaiply declined in the U.S. Although U.S. agencies
continue to provide adoption services for infants, this group now
constitutes but a small part of the population of children in need
of adoption planning and services. By contrast, the number of chil-
dren in out-of-home care who need adoption has grown tremen-
dously. As the result of a range of social conditions and policy
changes, an increasing proportion of children in care have the goal
of adoption. At the same time, these children typically have a range
of challenging needs, including prenatal exposure to alcohol and
other drugs, medical fragility, a history of physical or sexual abuse,
or membership in a sibling group. Thousands of older children,
for whom agencies traditionally have had difficulty finding place-
ments, also await adeptive families. Additionally, children of color
continue to be disproportionately represented in out-of-home care
as well as among the children waiting for adoptive families.

The past decade also has seen a dramatic twofold increase in the
number of childien adopted from other countries, with untold
numbers of additional children identified in other countries who
could benefit from adoption. Nearly a decade ago, international
adoption began expanding to countries that were not previously
seen as sources of adoptable children. Many of the children being
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adopted from those countries have had experiences in orphan-
ages and other institutions that may significantly affect their physi-
cal and emotional development.

Changes in Adoptive Families

Over the past decades, families choosing to build or expand their
families through adoption have become increasingly diverse. A
growing number of foster families, families of color, older indi-
viduals and families with children, two-parent working families,
single parents (both male and female), gay and lesbian couples,
families with modest incomes, individuals with physical disabili-
ties, and families from all education levels, all religious persua-
sions, and all parts of the country now adopt children. These in-
dividuals and families, however, all have one thing in common:
they are willing and able to make a lifelong commitment to pro-
tect and nurture a child not born to them and to provide a safe,
loving family for that child.

Changes in Society

Societal changes as a whole are also serving to reshape adoption,
including the globalization of economies and communication,
changes in the larger family policy environment, and changes
within the child welfare system itself. Broadly, the environment
of adoption has been impacted by the legalization of abortion, im-
proved birth control alternatives, and changing social mozres re-
lated to unmarried parenting In contrast to the stigma and shame
once associated with unmarried pregnancy, an increasing number
of single women are choosing to have and rear childien. Far fewer
women are making the decision to place their children for adop-
tion, opting instead to parent their children themselves.

Advances in reproductive technology have likewise broadened
parenting options. As many “baby boomers” delay childbearing
and infertility rates 1ise, the demand for reproductive technolo-
gies is growing, with concomitant developments 1anging from ar-
tificial insemination to sperm and egg donation. Although preg-
nancy rates from these procedures have improved over time, there
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nonetheless remain a large number of infertile individuals who
seek to parent through adoption. These individuals typically look
to adopt newborns in this country or very young, healthy chil-
dien from other countries. Combined, these factors have created
an environment in which many more families are seeking healthy
infants than there are healthy infants available for adoption.

Communications technology and the growing presence of the me-
dia are also reshaping the larger social environment. The Internet
provides immediate access to information and opportunities to
debate and discuss a range of issues, including those related to
adoption. The role of the media in everyday life has dramatically
expanded by virtue of cable systems, 24-hour-a-day news cover-
age, and the proliferation of magazines and other publications
Increasingly, the media are shaping public opinion and attitudes
as they are looked to as a key source of information on topics such
as adoption.

Changes in Family Policy

Changes in family policy have likewise impacted adoption. The
long-term effects of the Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act (welfare reform) aze yet to be fully real-
ized. Nevertheless, its increased emphasis on personal responsi-
bility and decreased emphasis on government syppoit for poor
families with children can be expected to impact the child wel-
fare system, including out-of-home care and adoption services.
Policy changes designed to control government expenditures on
social programming and health care are already affecting the de-
sign and delivery of services to children and their families. The
use of managed care principles to contain social services spend-
ing and efforts to privatize child welfare services, including adop-
tion, are creating a new environment for the adoption of children
in care. Ironically, as efforts are made to contain costs in the area
of special needs adoption, the costs associated with the adoption
of newborns and very young children in this country and with
international adoption are escalating significantly.

F‘.fnalfy. changes in the child welfare system itself are reshaping
the practice of adoption. With the passage of the federal Adoption
and Safe Families Actin 1997, renewed emphasis has been brought
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to adoption, with federal requirements related to expedited termi-
nation of parental rights, reasonable efforts to secure adoptive fami-
lies for children for whom adoption is the plan, and adoption in-
centive payments to states that significantly increase the number
of legalized adoptions for childien in their out-of-home care sys-
tems. [n response, strategies to promote more timely permanency
planning for children in out-of-home care have developed, includ-
ing concurrent planning, family group conferencing, mediation,
support for birth parents’ decisions to voluntarily place their chil-
dren for adoption, greater openness in adoption, and dual licens-
ing of individuals as foster parents and adoptive parents.

fidoption as a Child Welfare Service

Adoption practice has changed significantly since CWLA's previ-
ous adoption standards were published in 1988; today, it is marked
by increased openness in infant adoption, heightened awareness
of the need to protect children adopted across national bound-
aries, and an emphasis on promptly finding adoptive families for
childien in care who cannot return to their birth families.

As a child welfare service, adoption is the permanency option of
choice for children who are unable to grow up within their family
of origin. The goal of all adoption programs is the timely adoption
by an appropriate family for each child in nee#l of a family.

In adoption practice, the child is the primary client, and the best
interest of the child is paramount in decisions concerning his or
her adoption. Families are viewed as potential resources for chil-
dren needing adoption, rather than as an agency’s primary cli-
ents The agency's responsibility has also shifted from investigat-
ing families to educating and preparing families to meet the needs
of children placed with them

Building a family by adoption is now understood to be fundamen-
tally different than building a family biologically, with lifelong
implications for the adopted individual, the adoptive parents, and
the birth parents. Increasingly, agencies have accepted the respon-
* sibility to piovide continuing educaticn, support, and counseling
for all the members of the adoption triad as needed throughout
their lives.
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Core Values and Assumptions Underlying Adoption
Services

Given the complexity of the broader societal context in which adop-
tion practice now occuis, it is especially important to reaffirm the
fundamental values that provide a framework for professional
adoption services. The core values listed below form the founda-
tion for the ethical development and delivery of adoption services.

» All children have a right to receive care, protection, and
love,

» The family is the primary means by which children are
provided with the essentials for their well-being.

» The birth family constitutes the preferred means of pro-
viding family life for children.

o When adoption is the plan for a child, the extended
family should be supported as the first option for adop-
tive placement, if appropriate.

» Adoption as a child welfare service should be focused
on meeting the needs of children to become full and
permanent members of families.

¢ All children are adoptable.

= Siblings should be placed together in adoption unless
serious reasons necessitate their separation.

» Adoption is a lifelong experience that has a unique im-
pact on all the parties involved.

e Adoption should validate and assist children in devel-
oping their individual, cultural, ethnic, and racial iden-
tity, and should enhance their self-esteem.

= All adoption services should be based on principles of
respect, honesty, self-determination, informed decision-
making, and open communication.

o All applicants for services should be tieated in a fair

and nondiscriminatory manner.

= Changes in adoption practice, policy, and law demand
professional expertise to assist birth families, adoptive
families, and adopted individuals.
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e The knowledge, skill, and experience of professional
social workers should be used in developing and pro-
viding all aspects of adoption services.

« The practice of adoption, currently and in the future,
will require collaboration if all parties in an adoption
are to be served effectively.

The environment in which adoption practice takes place is far
from settled, and unresolved issues remain for the future. What is
the proper role of race and culture in adoption—and how do such
considerations fit within federal policy that prohibits any routine
consideration of race, culture, or ethnicity in making adoptive
placements? How does the increased use of kinship care relate to
the increased needs of children for permanency through adop-
tion? What is the ongoing obligation of government and agencies
to all adoptive families following adoption, especially those who
adopt children with special needs? With the increased pressures
to legalize more adoptions, will needed postlegalization services
be in place to support families and help them with the changes
that adoption brings?

About This Yolume

This 2000 edition of CWLA's Standards for Excellence in Adop-
tion Service reflects a significant departure ffom previous adop-
tion standards in at least two respects. First, much greater empha-
sis has been placed on making these standards equally applicable
to both public and private, nonprofit agencies and to domestic
infant, intercountry, and special-needs adoption. Second, atten-
tion has been given to not only updating the standards to reflect
where the field of adoption has come in the last decade, but also
to developing standards that can guide the field over the coming
decade.

Chapter One articulates the values underlying adoption as a child
welfare service, as well as the components of an effective adop-
tion delivery system Chapters Two through Six examine all as-
pects of excellence in direct practice with children needing adop-
tion, birth parents, adoptive applicants and adoptive parents, and
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adopted adults. Chapter Seven examines the administrative and
organizational aspects of an adoption program, and Chapter Eight
addresses the important role of the community in adoption. The
volume concludes with an appendix of adoption terminology, a
bibliography, and an index.
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A

Access, to adoption services,
1.6,1,12, 8.2

Adoptability, of all children,
1.12, 1.18, 3.1, 4.21-4.24

Adopted adults: access to in-
formation, 6.21, 6.22;
adoption services for, 1.8,
1,14, 6.20-6.23; disclosuie
of identifying information,
2.7; informed decision-
making by, 1.16; search
for birth parents by, 6.23

Adoption: as child welfare
service, 1.1-1.25, 5-7;
community support for,
8.7; consent to, 8.20; defi-
nition of, 1, 1.1; direct
placement from hospital,
3.5; disruption of, 6.6-
6.10; dissolution of, 6.19;
documentation of, 5.11;
family selection in, 5.1-
5.3; history of, 1-2; identi-
fied/designated, 4.13; in-
dependent, 8.22-8.24;
informed decisionmaking

in, 1.16; as lifelong expe-
rience, 1.14, 2.24; media
support for, 8.8; nondis-
crimination in, 1.18;
openness of, 1.17, 2.1, 2.9,
4.12, 6.22; preparation of
children for, 3.19-3.24; by
relatives, 8.24; self-deter-
mination in, 1.16; statis-
tics on, 1; by stepparents,
§.24

Adoption agencies, 7.1; ac-

cess to, 8.2; advocacy by,
8.3; approval of applicants
by, 4.17¢4.20; caseload in,
7.19; case records of,
7.37-7.43; clients served
by, 1.6; collaboration
among, 1.21, 3.17, 7.9,
8.9-8.14; collaboration
with other services, 1.24,
1.2b, 3.17, 8.12; commu-
nity involvement of, 8.4,
B.5; consent to legaliza-
tion of adoption, 6.11; cul-
tural competence of, 7.3,
8.1; data management by,
7.35; evaluation of, 7.32;

* Reference locators in bold type indicate page numbers. All other
reference locators indicate standard sections.
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external regulations on,
8.13; financing of, 7.27;
goals and values of, 1.3,
1.7-1.18, 5, 6-7, 7.2, 7.33;
grievances/appeals proce-
dures of, 7.31; licensing
of, 7.8; organization of,
7.1-7.43; policies and pro-
cedures development,
7.28-7.31; professional,
1.18-1.21; public agency
board of, 7.5; quality con-
trol of, 7.10, 7.34; recruit-
ment by, 1.5, 3.18; re-
search by, 7.36;
responsibilities of, 7.7;
scope of services, 7.4; staff
of, 1.23, 7.11-7.26; use of
outside services by, 7.17,
7.18; work environment
of, 7.24

Adoption and Safe Families

Act (1997), 4-5

Adoption homestudy and

preparation process: con-
tent of, 4.9; goal of, 4.8;
updating of, 4.11

Adoption 1ecords, 7.37-7.43;

access to, 6.21, 6.22; con-
fidentiality of, 2.7, 7.39;
content of, 7.38; destruc-
tion of, 7.40; maintenance
of, 5.11, 7.35, 7.37, 7.40,
7.42; physical protection
of, 7.43; transfer between
agencies, 7.41

Adoption services: changes

in, 2; components of, 1.22;
effectiveness of, 1.22-1.25;
financial support for, 1.23;
postlegalization services,

" 6.14-6.19; preadoption
services, 3.2;

preplacement prepara-
tions, 3.19-3.24; purpose
of, 1.2; resources for, 8.11,
8.14

Adoptive applicants: adop-

tive services for, 1.6, 4.1~
4.24; approval of, 4.17-
4.20; assessment of,
4.3-4.7; background
checks on, 4.6; criteria for,
4.1, 4.17; financial sup-
port available to, 4.10;
general orientation of, 4.2;
identified/designated
adoptions and, 4.13; in-
ability for placement with,
4.20; intercountry adop-
tions and, 4.16; legal risk
placements and, 4.14;
nondiscrimination of, 4.7;
openness of adoption and,
4.12; preparation of, 4.8-
4.16; references for, 4.5

Adoptive parents/families:

acceptance of child by,
5.7; acceptance of child’s
past attachments/relation-
ships by, 3.8,'4.15; adop-
tion services for, 1.6, 4.1-
4.24; background of, 2.6;
case records of, 7.38;
changes in, 3; culture/eth-
nicity of, 5.2; disruption
and, 6.9; education pro-
grams for, 1.22; financial/
supportive services for,
1.22, 5.6, 6.4; foster/sib-
ling relationships and,
3.8; informed decision-
making by, 1.186; inter-
country adoptions and,
4.16; legal protection of,
8.15; nondiscrimination
of, 5 2; physical place-
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ment of child with, 5.12;
postplacement services
for, 6.1, 6.2, 6.20; prepara-
tion of, 5.4; recruitment
of, 1.5, 1.22, 3.16-3.18,
3.18; selection of, 5.1-5.3

Advisory boards, 7.5

Advocacy, on behalf of cli-
ents, 8.3

Age, at time of adoption, 3.4

Alaska Native. See American
Indian adoptions

American Indian adoptions,
9; adoption agencies in,
8.13; collaborations in,
1.21; direct placement
from hospital, 3.5; family
background in, 3.10; In-
dian Child Welfare Act
and, 3.9, 6.22, 7.18, 9; le-
gal authority for, 8.16

Assessment: of adoptive ap-
plicants, 4.3-4.7; of chil-
dren, 3.10-3.15, 5.9; of
disruption, 6.7

Authorization, of adoptien,
7.1, 8.16

Background: access to informa-
tion, 3.15, 6.16, 6.21; of
adoptive parents/families, 2.6,
5.4; of birth parents/family,
3.10; of children, 3 10, 5 4,
55

Birth fathers, services for, 2.2

Birth parents/families: adoptive
services for, 1.6, 2 1-2.10,
6.15; background information
given to, 2.6; background of,
3.10; case records of, 7.38;
child self-knowledge and,
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3.23; consideration of adop-
tion by, 2 1; counseling for,
1.22, 2 8; direct placement
from hospital and, 3.5; identi-
fication to children, 2.7; im-
portance of extended family,
1.10; informed decisionmak-
ing by, 1.16, 2.5; legal protec-
tion of, 8.15; cut-of~home
care and, 2.9-2.10; relinquish-
ment of rights by, 2.5; search
for, 6.23; selection of adop-
tive family by, 5.1; value of,
1.9

Board of directors, of nonprofit/
voluntary adoption agencies,

7.6
(

Caseloads, 7.19
Caucasian adoptions, 2

Child abuse and neglect: back-
ground checks on adoptive
applicants, 4.6; reporting/in-
vestigation of, 7.29

Children. See also Older chil-
dren; adoptability of, 1.3-1.6,
1.12; adoption services for,
1.6, 111, 1.22, 3.1-3.24, 5
agsessment of, 3.10-3.15;
counseling for, 1.22; disrup-
tion and, 6.9; early placement
of, 3 4; health care for, 3.6,
3.10; identity of, 1.15; impor-
tance of family to, 1.8; in-
formmed decisionmaking by,
1.16; of intercountry adop-
tions, 4.16; knowledge about
birth parents, 2.7; legal pro-
tection of, 8.15; medical ex-
amination of, 5.9; in need of
adoption, 2-3; participation in
adoption process, 3 19; past
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attachments/relationships of|
4.15, 6.18; physical place-
ment with adoptive parents/
families, 5.12; postplacement
services for, 6.1; preparation
for adoption, 3.19-3.24, 5.4,
psychological testing of, 3.12;
rights of, 1.7; self-esteem of,
1.15; self-knowledge of, 3.23;
sibling contact, 6.17; sibling
placement, 1.13, 3.7; tempo-
rary care for, 3.3; for whom
adoption is appropriate, 1.4;
for whom adoptive resources
have not been identified, 1.5

Child-specific recruitment, 3.18

Child welfare services: adoption
as, 1.1-125, 5-7; changes in,
4.5; linkages among, 1.24,
1.25; professional adoption
practices, 1.19-1.21; responsi-
bility of, §

Clients: advocacy of, 8.3; rights
of, 7.28

Collaboration, in adoption ser-
vices, 1.21, 1.24-1.25,3.17,
7.9,84,89-814

Communications technology, im-
pact on adoption, 4

Community: adoption services
and, 8.1-8 24; collaboration
with adoption agencies, 8 4,
8.10; cultural diversity of,

2 1; education programs for,
§.6-8.8; support for adoption,
8.7

Commuunity-based adoption re-

sources, §.14

Compensation, of adoption
~ agency staff, 7.25

Confidentiality, of adoption
records, 2.7, 7.39

Consent to adoption, 8.20

Consultants, use by adoption
agencies, 7.17

Contractual workers, in adoption
agencies, 7.15

Costs, of adoption, 4

Counseling: availability of, 6.5;
for birth parents/families,
1.22, 2.1, 2.8; for children,
3.20; disruption and, 6.9;
postlegalization, 6.20;
postplacement, 6.1; during
search for birth parents, 6.23

Courts. See also Legal systems;
information provided to, 8.19;
in out-of-home care adop-
tions, 8.21; role in adoption,
8.17

Criminal records background
checks, on adoptive appli-
cants, 4.6

Cultural competence, of adoption
agencies, 7.3, 8.1

Cultural diversity: of adoption
agency staff, 7.16; of commu-
nity, 8.1; recryitment and,
3.16

Cultoral/ethnic identity: of
adopted children, 1.15; of
adoptive parents/families, 5.2

Custody, transfer of, 8.20

D

Data. See Adoption records
Designated adoptions, 4 13
Destruction, of case records, 7.40

Director, of adoption agencies,
7.11,7.12

Disruption, 6.6-6.10; assessment
of, 6.7; decision for, 6.8;
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placement following, 6.10;
prevention of, 6.6; support
services for, 6.9

Dissolution, 6.1%

.

Early placement, 3.4

Eligibility requirements, 4.1,
4.17-4.20

Ethics, of adoption services, 6

Ethnicity. See Cultural/ethnic
identity

Evaluation, of adoption agencies,
7.32

Extended family: adoption by
member of, 4.23; importance
of, 1.9, 1.10

Family. See afso Adoptive par-
ents/family; Birth parents/
family; Extended family; in
adoption process, 4-5; value
in raising children, 1.8

Financial support: for adoption
agencies, 1.23, 7.27; for
adoptive parents/families,
1.22, 6. 4; for children, 3.11;
postadoption, 5.6; provision
of information about, 4.10;
for special needs adoptions,
5.6

Fost/adopt placements, 3.4, 4. 14

Foster care, 3.3. See also Qut-of-
home care; adoption by foster
family, 4.22; early placement
in, 3.4; maintenance of rela-
tionship with family, 3.8;
preplacement preparation and,
3.21; use in recruitment, 3.16

163
G

Gay/lesbian adoptions. See Non-
discrimination

Genetic testing, of children, 3.13

Goals, of adoption agencies, 1.3,
1.7-1.18, 5, 6-7,7.2,7.33

Grievances/appeals procedures,
731

Group preparation, for adoption,
322

Health care, for children, 3.6, 5.9,
5.10; update of information,
6.16

HIV/AIDS, 3.14,7.30

Hospital, direct adoptive place-
ment from, 3.5

|

1dentified adoptions, 4.13

1dentifying information, access
to, 6.22

Independent‘adoption, 8.22-8.24;
nonrelative, 8.23; relative,
8.24; stepparent, 8.24

indian Child Welfare Act (1978),
3.9, 9; access to adoption
records in, 6.22; legal counsel
and, 7.18

Individual identity, of adopted
childeen, 1.15

Infants: direct placement from
hospital, 3.5; postplacement
service plan for, 6.1

Informed decisionmaking, 1 16,
2.5

Intercountry adoption, 2-3; agen-
cies dealing in, 7.1; case
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records for, 7.38; child seli-
knowledge and, 3.23; costs
of, 4; criteria for, 4.1; docu-
mentation of, 5.11; legaliza-
tion of, 6.13; postplacement
service plan for, 6.1; prepara-
tion for, 4.16; staff training
for, 7.21; temporary care in,
i3

Internet, impact on adoption, 4

K

Kinship care, 4.23; see also Birth
parents/families

|

Legal authority for adoption, 8.16

{.egalization of adoption, 6. 11-
6.13; agency consent to, 6.11;
delays in, 6 12; intercountry
adoptions and, 6 13; postle-
galization services, 6.14-6.19;
timing of, 6.12

Legal risk adoptions: direct
placement from hospital and,
3.5; early placement and, 3.4;
preparation for, 4.14

Legal system, 8.15-8.21; adop-
tion records and, 2.7; counsel
for adoption agencies, 7.18;
protection of adoption partici-
pants, 8.15

Licensing, of adoption agencies,

1.8
m

Media: impact on adoption, 4;
support for adoption, §.8; use
in recruitment, 3 16

Medical history: of children, 3.10,

5.5, 5.9; disclosure of, 3.15;
HIV status, 3.14; postlegaliza-
tion communication of, 6.16

|

Native Americans. See American
Indian adoptions

Nondiscrimination: in adoption
services, 1.18; of adoptive ap-
plicants, 4 7; of adoptive par-
ents/families, 5.2; for birth
parents/families, 2.4

Nonidentifying background infor-
mation, access to, 6.21

Nonprofit/voluntary adoption
agencies, 7.6. See also Adop-
tion agencies; board of direc-
tors of, 7 6; cooperation with
public agencies, 7.6; director
of, 7.12; legal counsel of,

7.18
0

Qlder children, 2; acceptance of
adoption by, 5.7; adoptability
of, 1.12; assessment of, 3.10;
counseling for! 1 22; place-
ment of, 5.12; postplacement
period for, 6.3; postplacement
service plan for, 6.1; prepara-
tion for adoption, 3.20, 5.4,
58

Openness of adoption, 1.17, 2.1,
29,412, 413,622

Orientation, for adoptive appli-
cants, 4.2

Out-of-home care: adoption from,
424, 821, case records for,
7.38; collaboration with adop-
tion agencies, 8.9; perma-
nency planning for, 2.9-2.10;
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recruitment and, 3.17; sibling
placement in, 1.13

P

Parental rights: dissolution fol-
lowing adoption, 6.19; relin-
guishment of, 1.9, 2.5, 8 18;
termination of, 1.9, 2.10G, 8.18

Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation
Act, 4

Personnel. See Staff

Physical placement, of child with
adoptive family, 5.12

Placement document, 5,11

Postadoption services, 1.22, 3 24,
6.1-6.5; period of, 6.3; plan
for, 6.1; visits, 6.2

Postlegalization services, 6.14-
6.19; for adopted adults, 6.20-
6.23; availability of, 6.14; for
birth parents, 6.15; contact
with siblings, 6.17; dissolu-
tion, 6.19; maintenance of
significant relationships, 6.18;
updating of health and back-
ground information, 6.16

Preadoption services, 3.2; medi-
cal examination, 5.9; visits,
3.20,54,58

Professional adoption services,
1.19-1.21. See also Adoption
agencies

Psychological testing, of chil-
dren, 3.12

Public agency board, 7.5

0

Quality control, of adoption
agencies, 7.34
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R

Racial identity. See Cultural/eth-
nic identity

Recruitment: of adoptive parents/
families, 1.5, 1.22, 3.16-3 18;
child-specific, 3 18

References, of adoptive appli-
cants, 4.5

Relative adoptions, 8 24

Religious identity, of adopted
children, 115

Reporting, of child abuse and ne-
glect, 7.29

Reproductive technology, 3-4

Research, by adoption agencies,
736

Responsibility: for approval of
adoptive applicants, 4.18; of
child welfare service, 8

Reunion, with birth parents, 6.23

Rights. See also Parental rights;
of children, 1.7; of clients,
7.28; of parents, 2.5

S
Salary, of adoption agency staff,
7.25
Self-determination, 1.16

Self-esteem, of adopted children,
115

Seli-knowledge, of children, 3.23

Siblings: placement of, 1.13, 3.7;
postadoption contact with,
6.17; separation of, 3.8

Single parent households, 3

Social history: of birth parents/
family, 3 10; of children, 3.10

Social workers: child familiarity
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with, 3.20; qualifications of,
7.14; skills of, 1.20

Society, changes in, 3-4

Specialists, use by adoption
agencies, 7.17

Special needs adoptions, 2; costs
of, 4; financial supports for,
4,10, 5.6, 6.4; professional
collaboration in, 1 21; sibling
groups and, 3.7

Staff: of adoption agencies, 7.7,
7.11-7.18, 7.20-7.26;
caseloads of, 7.19; compensa-
tion of, 7.25; cultural diver-
sity of, 7.16; dealing with
birth parents/families, 2.1; de-
velopment of, 7.21, 7 23; im-
pact of disruption on, 6.9; ori-
entation of, 7.20; policy and
procedures for, 7.26;
preservice training of, 720,
retention of, 7.24-7 26; super-
vision of, 7.22; training of,
7.21; work environment of,
7.24

Stepparent adoptions, 8.24
Supervision, of adoption agen-
cies, 7.13, 7.22

Support services, for adoptive
parents/families, 6.5

[

Temporary care, 3.3

Termination of parental rights,
voluntary, 2.9; involuntary,
2.10

Time, waiting for adoption, 3.4

Training, of adoption agency
staff, 7.21

Transfer of custody, 8.20

Transracial adoptions, 1.18, 4.7,
52

Tribal identity, of adopted chil-
dren, 1.15

Voluntary relinquishment, in-
formed decisionmaking in
2.5, 8.18; of children in out-
of-home care, 2 9

W

Wait time, for adoption, 3.4
Welfare reform, 4

Work environment, of adoption
agencies, 7.24

Workloads, 7.19



