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Since the beginning of the SACWIS project in New York seven years ago, Voluntary Agencies have been seeking physical connectivity between their in-house computer networks and the State’s SACWIS networks. Previously, countless agency staff either had two computers in their offices or no access to SACWIS or Agency applications. Network Integration provides one computer that can access multiple systems on either network. Agencies with limited budgets and computers benefit greatly from this arrangement. Stated goals have been to reduce the number of computers on each workers desk, to provide added functionality for every computer and to enable the sharing of data and information to the extent possible by simply connecting the systems. The tightening budget environment prompted Voluntary Agency IT directors to again request Network Integration from the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) in New York. This seminar discusses the requests, the planning with OCFS and the Office for Technology staff, pilot project and roll out to all agencies in New York State. A cost vs. benefit analysis will be offered from both the Voluntary Agency perspective as well as the States. An online demonstration will be presented showing how agencies can use a single access point to enter all systems they need.
