G3 Presenter Bios

Blake L. Jones, MSW, LCSW


Blake L. Jones is a doctoral candidate in the University of Kentucky’s College of Social Work.  Blake is also the program coordinator for Kentucky’s Citizens Review Panels for Child Protective Services and has been a leader in developing connections among the nation’s citizens review panels.  He is the lead author of an upcoming article in Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal entitled: “The Value and Role of Citizen Review Panels in Child Welfare:  Perceptions of Citizen Review Panel Members and Child Protection Workers”.  Blake is a husband and father of two sons.

Ruth A. Huebner, Ph.D.

Dr. Huebner is the Child Welfare Researcher for the Kentucky Cabinet for Families and Children and a Professor at Eastern Kentucky University on-loan to the Cabinet.  She is both a licensed psychologist and an occupational therapist who comes to social service with a rehabilitation background.  Ruth worked with children and adults with severe neurological disability and their families for over 20 years in public and private agencies.  Her work was often described by others as child-centered and collaborative.  Dr. Huebner has conducted research using attachment, interpersonal, and resilience theories.  She also specializes in outcome research that is implemented in collaborative partnerships with service providers.


Dr. Huebner brings to her current role a profound respect for the power of research to inform practice and policy development, a commitment to research partnerships, and a passion for child and family welfare.  She has conducted a statewide customer satisfaction survey, the Kentucky Foster Care Census and other program evaluation and outcomes research for the Cabinet.  She serves on the National Council for Research in Child Welfare through the CWLA.

Jeanette (Sissy) Cawood, M.A.

Sissy Cawood works directly with the Service Regions around the Commonwealth of Kentucky to implement Comprehensive Family Services, a strengths-based approach to services that engages families and communities as partners.  Her office also oversees Continuous Quality Improvement for the Department as well as Customer Service issues identified by advocates and others.   Prior to coming to the Commissioner's office, she was the Assistant Director of the Office of Family Resource & Youth Services Centers in Kentucky’s Cabinet for Families and Children. The "FRYSCs" are KY's nationally-acclaimed school-based centers which were created by the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 to overcome barriers

that prevent student success in school. Sissy serves on the Cabinet's

Legislative Team and is a member of the Kentucky Family Literacy Consortium.

